INTERIORS INSPIRATION

TOP TIP
It always good to set out
with an ambitious vision
in mind, whatever form that
takes. There can be times when
it’s easier to deviate from your
original vision, but these are
key moments – a time to
‘lean in’ to the overall
look and feel you
really want.

WALK TALL

High ceilings and airy interiors feature
in this striking home, designed by
Rory MacPherson, which is full of
bold contrasts and rich textures.
WORDS: LOUISE PARKIN

This exciting extension and renovation project is the
home of Rory MacPherson, founder of architectural

interiors practice Play Associates. Occupying the original
footprint for the main part of the ground floor, this once-

single-storey building had all the internal walls removed
to provide an open-plan kitchen/dining/living area.

A second storey was added to provide bedrooms and
bathrooms, as was an adjacent self-contained guest

studio, increasing interior space from 250 sqm to 400 sqm,
making generous proportions better suited for family life.
Cavernous ceilings extend as high as eleven metres in

places, eight metres in the main living area, and six metres in
KITCHEN

Micro cement
floors are laid
throughout the
ground floor.
Charcoal grey
kitchen units
were made by
a local joiner to
Rory’s design
and finished
with a quartzite
worktop.

LIVING AREA

The extensive
use of glass
integrates
nature and
the outside
into the
interiors, while
triple-height
ceilings
provide a
greater sense
of space and
maximise
the plot.
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the master bedroom, made possible with the use of a light steel
frame. Rory was attracted by the shorter time spent on site that

a steel frame enabled. He explains: “I loved working with steel but
it presented a different set of challenges. There is little room for
site adjustments so you have to trust your design and be very
detailed in the information you provide the steel producers.”
Most of the structure was pre-fabricated off site, and then

assembled very quickly. Getting the structural design right for the
exposed trusses in the main living room took a lot of back-and-

forth negotiation with the engineer. “It’s a big open space and we
really wanted the height we have now, with a 30-degree pitch.

We also wanted scissor trusses – we prefer the look,” says Rory.

Micro cement is laid throughout the ground floor, chosen for its

aesthetic properties as well as its practicality. A local joiner was

commissioned to build the kitchen units, walk-in wardrobes and
a four-poster bed. He also made a dining table and drinks bar

from two large slabs of eucalyptus, all to Rory’s design. The kitchen
is matt charcoal and textured kiaat, a hardwood native to South

Africa, and the worktop is charcoal quartzite in a semi-matt finish.
The living room’s charcoal-coloured walls create a playful

connection between dark and light, with a fireplace with

concealed flue, while the room’s south elevation is fully glazed
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SUPPLIERS
LIGHTING

Flos: flos.com

FABRIC AND
UPHOLSTERY

Designers Guild:
designersguild.com
John England Fabrics:
johnengland.com

FURNITURE

Carl Hansen:
carlhansen.com,
Heals: heals.com,
Menu: menu.as,
Oka: oka.com

BEDROOM

A four-poster bed
draped with pale fabric
creates a serene and
calming space with a
balcony providing a
quiet space for reading.

EXTERIOR

The exterior design
stands out thanks to a
bold charcoal colour,
highly unconventional
for the architecturally
conservative area.

with three-metre-high glass doors opening completely

onto a covered external dining table which seats 10. “With the
doors open it has a wonderful feel of the house being open
to nature, and has the in/out flow we love,” enthuses Rory.

The connection with art and nature is evident throughout

this airy Cape Town home, which uses bamboo as shading
for the covered terrace, and extensive planting directly
outside the doors as well as many house plants.

The master bedroom and children’s bedroom are part

of the new second storey. Unlike the bold and striking

palette of the ground floor, this has a soft and serene feel.
In the master bedroom there are whitewashed floors,

bedside tables and a bespoke four-poster bed, creating

gentle texture whilst the sombre green curtains have been
chosen to echo the colour of the many surrounding trees.
The extra deep balcony off the bedroom serves

as a peaceful reading space with sun loungers at
one end and chairs and table at the other, giving
the impression of sitting in the tree canopy.

Meet the designer
Founded by Rory
MacPherson, Play
Associates works
across a variety of
design platforms and
disciplines, collaborating
with leading architects,
planners and product
designers to make
warm, memorable and
practical spaces for
living and working.
With offices in London
and Cape Town, the
practice has a passion
for intelligent design
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and bold use of colour
and texture, examining
the human connection
with design, how
spaces work and how
they are experienced
by the people who
inhabit them.
Rory studied
architectural interior
design at Inchbald
School before going
on to launch Play
Associates in 2011.
Play Associates:
play-associates.com
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